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1 tnankind generally complain of theunſu 

. celsfulneſs of the golpe el, and the low ſtate of r 
 ligion, notwithſtanding t e publick eftabliſhn 
for religious inſtruction. It muſt be acknowledge - ND 
ed, that there is but too much reaſon for the com- - - 
plaint. But on whom muſt the blame be R „ 
On the obſtinate folly and depravity of the F 3 

ers? Or on the ignorance, careleſſh 18, and world- TE. 
ly lives of us the teachers? Tis in vain either 2 
to yes or diſemble the 1 matter; a rent ſhare o Th „ 
the b 1 
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d, to keep ourſelves ure fromthe blood” 
of all men, by hearkning to'this important adm 
nition of the Apoſtle in the words of the text, 
tale heed umso outſet es, aud unto. vur doarine, fo 
| continue in them, for in doing this, we ny both 
=" _ fave he hl and them that hear : u oa 
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may not be 1 N nor unſyitable to t 
ſent occaſion, to cndeavour, by the divine 
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PF 
our GEE 6 with great leyerity; therefore we 
ought to watch over 
| ſelyes: That we ma 
the W of the world, let us abſtain not 


W 
* 


this, thou ſhalt both: 


| 85 80 ec. 2 


ly in che text; 


: ice to * and At 
theſe great rules of the Apoſtle, in the ſame or- 
det, in which the An 
| condly, To conſider the motives b which — . 
_ obſervation of them i 


1s enforced, For. in 


F 


Fi, Tux * nue, Tate heed 3 to WY 
. 1. The meaning of this ptecept in the loweſt 


Tenſe of it is, that "hoſ e, who pretend to be the 
þ of the reſt of mankind; 
their own behaviour. be | 


ſtructors and guide 


8 
Kaul take care that 


” lameleſs and inoffenſive, 1 


8 4 high p itch of 


om all evil, b 


| 2 6 not venturing ſo 
the bo 


that ſe 


the diſputed limit. 
this rule, we ſhall 


_  gainſt temperance, th 
nt; ſo far fr 
hard and rigorous, th 

of Up r undoubted righ 


Tim, ili. 2. A bi. 


ch muſt be blameleſs 5, We know the world ex-. 


purity from us, andexamines 


it with equal ſeverity our. 
may in ſome meaſure anſwer 


from all appearance of it 
much. as to approach near 


| parates betwixt virtue and 
vice; but in all caſes where there can be any - 

4 diſpute about the preciſe, point where the virtu- 
ous part ends, | ; 

take care to keep 0 
. conviction of all tpe 


e blameable begins, let us 


elves viſibly, and to the 
tators, on the ſafe fide of 


we keep invariabl I by 
ſo far from offending 4. 


t we will be exemplary in 
om violating juſtice; and doing things - 
t we will yield thing 


1 ap far from * gully 


then ſe. 


ve e and them th . 
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= we will keep at 2 diſtance from eve thing, l 
ahle to the ſuſpicipn of it; and ſo far from expo- 
ng ourlelves by a levity of carriage unbecom- 
ing our function, that we will rather lean to the 
may be neceſſary ſometimes that we abſtain from 
things perfectly indifferent in their own nature, 
when doing orhierwiſe would offend our weak, 
_ Chriſtian brethren, [deſtroy our influence, or lei 


ſen our power of doing good. = wn 
Fk TREE, that our conduct may be unex 
ceptionable, we muſt take heed to what is ſaid 
or done in our preſence, ſo as never to ſuffer our- 
ſetves to be carried away by a falſe modeſty, or 
a vicious complaiſance, to approve, or ſeem to 
: 23 of what is baſe and unworthy, even in 
the company of thoſe who are undoubtedly our 
ſuperiors; while we ſhew all due regard to their 
ſtations and characters, it muſt appear at the 
ſame time, that we have a greater regard for 
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truth, virtue, piety, and decency; while we : 


void every thing like inſolence and pertneſs, on 
the one hand, we muſt keep at the greateſt diſ- 


tance from flattery, and abject cringing on the _ 


other: when any ſubject of diſcourſe is ſtarted, 
that is impious, immoral, or indecent; or when 
any ſentiments are utter'd tending to pollute the 
imagination, or corrupt the heart, thenallprudent 


methods muſt be taken to put a ſtop toſuch conta 


gious diſcourſe, by introducing ſome more inno- 
cent or uſeful topick. Sometimes the licentious 

converſation may be check'd by ſerious reaſon- 
ing and grave rebuke, if circumſtances oy, 


WT 


Burks this is ab fe 7 
| ry company will not bear it, and perſons of bad 

will be proxyokꝰd to proceed to greater out. 
— in ſuch caſes we eres diſcountenance it, 


by withdrawing from th 


ry kind of ſilence that 


be a ſignificant and exp 
0 _ Tens of whati is | 


ftrong marks of our ind 
Pallng. 


- Pexnaps die K 6 


ation and circumſtanc 
benevolence of heart 1 


* in mixt compar 
ſavour too much of 


and may even imagin 
happy in life, as to r. 
the upper part of the 
| what of the rigour of t 
well to conſider, that 


afterwards find they h 


that theſe very perſons 
they were acceptable, 


veherency againſt them 
order for their ſakes. 
thren, relating to our 


they a are common and 


preffive flence, that beat 


" 


enden whole Fig tu. 
allow them, whoſe real 


ads them to be more fre- 


y, may think theſe rules 


that they have been ſo 
commend themſelves to 


world,” by abating ſome- 


em: But they would do 
very probably they may 


to whom they imagined 


reciſeneſs and auſterity; 


done at all times, as M. 


* or by fl. 
lence. But let it be obi dern t it is not eve. 
can ite us; it muſt | 


ve been miſtaken, and 


3 


inwardly contemn them, 
and take their own time to exclaim with great 


, and againſt the whole 


heſe rules, reverend bre- 


outward behaviour, tho? 


rdinary, and for that very 


reaſon apt to be over-look*d , yet they are of great 


importance; for when 
purity and ſeverity of 


endeavoured to deſcri 


ver riſe to that dignity | 


miniſter” s life wants that 


manners, which 1 have 


of virtue which begets e· 


be, his character can ne- 


OY ge aca | 


us to take care that our real and inward charac- 
ter be agreeable to our external behaviour alrea- 


qu 
ſtation with pleafure and ſucceſs, 
In the foſt place, Let ut uy to a6 Hig = 
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geen 8 1 gives weight t to an 


tions, and influence to tus ON. 


2. TAI 8 tale” Tate N to 2 iſe 


dy deſcribed: We are not to reſt ſatisfy*d with 
an intire blameleſſneſs of ontward character, but 


we muſt labour with the utmoſt diligence to ac. 


quire thoſe improvements of underftanding, and 


that piteh of purity of heart wich Will wore re- 
al worth and A to our inward man, and 


alify us to fulfill the duties of our N 


te improvements of underſtan W 
af ym ne manner proper to 2 office, 


which darken them, and hinder us from percetv- 


ing the full worth and excellence of divine things, 
and from judging juſtly of the comparative va- 
lue and importance oft 
This unbyaſs'd ſtate of mind is of great impor- 


the doctrines of religion. 
tance; it is this that fits us for ſearching into 


the ſcriptures with fairneſs and impartiality, that 
we may thence draw the great doctrines of faith 
pure and entire, without loading Chriſtianity with 
What does not belong to it, or giving up what is 

un eſſential or important part of it: It is this which 
-' preſerves too from an over-fondnefs of new opini- 

ons on the one hand, and from an over-great re. 


N for N . ones on the other, 


po * 


ary to anſwer the ends of i it. 
| od nfo Can et con, ob o clear 
our minds from thoſe miftakes and Aer | 


and 


7 


tural religion, toge! 


"ond e 83 "nil 5 9 
| oblige. us to take 4 
"re judiced mi there of 


. great ſilence, fuſpenc k 
enquiry and ſtrong evi 
| fide, But beſide an 1 | 1 
are other previous qu⸗ ee neceſſary to ob . 
tain a thorough) acquaintance with the great doc- 1 
mines of religion, as they are delivered in the 
ſcriptures; ſuch as a knowledge of the rules of 
right reaſoning, and of the great. principles of u. 
er with a tolerable 
tance with the origin: al languages of the acred ; 
_ Authors, and with t ae hiſtory, antiquities, pre- 
. - vailing cuſtoms, a ordinary alluſions of the re 
ſpective ages in which they were written: 'with- 
out theſe previous preparations. we cannot hope 
to reach the true meaning of the ſacred books, to 
| 2 and ne em in a clear and aneh. 4 


cba ſtile. To — we x) ; 
out theſe previous br ky pb we 
cannot ſucceſsſully He our holy religion a: 
gainſt thoſe attacts het, are openly made upon it 
n our age: For it is in the holy ſcriptures, that 
the chief evidence of ur edt is exhibited to 
our view; and it is from the wrong tranſlations, 
| falſe ! interpretations, and ſcholaſtick and meta · 
ed frem — s . ; 


phyſical yſtems wreſl 
chief en againſt it are drawn. . 
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Arrzx having 
natural religion and hy 4 
important truths of Chriſtianity | from an honeſt | 
enquiry into divine 1 xyelation,. it muſt. he our 
next care to ſtoke our — witha lar ge treaſure GW 
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er the beſt moral and divine ſentiments: Theſe 
gare the choice furniture of our ſouls; and froma 
plentiful ſtore of them we ſhall find we are both 

WH qualify'danddifpog'd to teach others in the moſt 

BY inftructive and and affecting manner: the holy 


ſcriptures will furniſh us with a rich variety of 
& the pureſt and ſublimeſt ſentiments moral and di- 
vine: and in other writers antient and modern 
ve may find a great number more, or at leaſt the 
ame greatly diverſify'd and ſet in a thouſand 
beautiful and ftriking lights: That our minds 
may be repleniſhed with an abundant ſtore and 
_ delightful variety of ſuch thoughts, ſentiments and 
impreſſions, as the beſt of mankind have felt and 
_ deferib'd concerning God, Providence, virtue ang 
every thing relating to the great intereſts of ma. 
Eind, we muſt gather from all quarters; whether tile f 
Vriters be Chriſtian or Pagan, let us think it our 
duty to borrow whatever is good and pure, what- 
ever bears the marks of a heart ſmitten with the 
love of truth and virtue: But as virtue when dif 
play'd in the pureſt precepts or beſt deſcripti- 
ons has only a faint and languid power over our 
minds when compared with what we feel when 
it appears exerted into action in the moſt inte- 
reſting circumſtances of a good man's life, it muſt — 
be of very great uſe to us, to be furniſhed with  ' *' 2 
a large collection of the moſt uncommon ang 
ſtriking examples of the ſeveral moral and di- — 
vine virtues which are to be found either in fa  _*: 
cred or common hiſtory: when theſe are intro- 
_ duced in a proper place and told with true fim- 
plicity, they can never fail to awaken the atten» 
tion of the hearers, make deep impreſſions on 
their minds, continue rivetted in their memo- 
7 1 a 
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_ ries, and give them the pl 
_ engaging view of. the great 


4 life. "And that t cle improvements of un 
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that knowledge of the wat of the tern 
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ding may be more uſeful to the world, we 
muſt firſt endeavour to attain that mhght into the 


make and frame of the human mind, which will 


point out to us the ſho: teſt, moſt ſucceſsful and 
agreeable. method of informing the underſtand- 1 
ing and touching the heart 1 1 to de. ; 


characters of men, which will direct us. how, to : 


_ adviſe and reprove without offence, and with 


juſt hope of ſucceſs. There remain many other 


branches of knowledge, which would nat only 


be ornamental, but highly uſeful to us in the way 
of our ſacred buſineſt; but the time allotted for 
7 me to enumerate them. 


T0 eb this he 1d of Accel, I? it be 25 
obſerv'd, that beſides the great advantages of 
learning already mentioned, there are others not 
to be deſpiſed; a large field of ſcience affords our 


minds a delightful {cene, in which they may ex. 


patiate with pleaſure. The pleaſing projects i. 


and hopes of making improvement in this or the 
other branch of uſeful literature enliven life, and 


preſerve it from that languor and deadnels, to 


which it can ſcarce fail to be ſubjected, when it 
is not animated with ſome deſign, or directed 


to ſome valuable end: And, which is ſtill of 


more importance, the thirſt 6 purſuit of know- 
ledge may contribute to bab us from that 


total immerſion in worldly affairs, of which thoſe 
' muſt be in no ſmall danger, who have not ſome _ 
perpetual a blaring, for their lexſure hours. 
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To. GER may be . . without 4 com. . 

etent de gree of knowledge, We. can ſcarce e- : 

cape. calling into ſuch blunders" in our publick = 

| *ppearances/as well as private converſatien, "as 

- | muſt expoſe us to the ridicule of the more know: ' 

- ing and ingenious part of mankind. But withal 
let us ſtill remember, that all the improvements 
of the underſtanding, all the treaſures of the me- 
mory, all the Pa ue of the imagination, mult 

be employed and made ſubſervient to the puri 
fication and refinement of the heart, which leads „ 

N nic to —— in the eben T 2 755 | 


* 4 p * 


The Peres improvements of heart which. are 
| required of us by the rule of the Apoſtle in the 
text, and which are abſolutely neceſſary. to fit 
us for the performance of the duties of our ſa- 
cered office with faithfulneſs and ſucceſs: As the N 
heart is the ſeat of all the virtues, the whote e 
ovement of it conſiſts in cheriſhing and = 
5 — within our boſoms, all thoſe virtues =. 
of the Chriſtian life, which it is our duty der 
and recommend unto others. There is one diſpo- . 
ſition, which forms a principal part of that tem- 
per of mind, which becomes a miniſter of the 
—— of Jeſus, and has a mighty influence on | 
his 3 behaviour, and on all the branches 55 
of his duty, and therefore, ſhould be cultivated 7 
by us with the utmoſt care, and that is a'remark- 
able elevation of ſoul above this preſent ſenſible 
world and all its tranſitory enjoyments: our 
hearts cannot be raiſed to this divine temper in any 
other way but by a full conviction, that all thoſe 
things which the bulk of mankind love with ſo 
much 9 and "A with ſuch. keenneſs, 
„55 can 
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can never make them h 


rity, ſincerity, charity, the love of God, the 


elevation of ſoul, we muſt accuſtom ourſelves to 
a frequent and lively contemplation of God, to a 


ſtedfaſt imitation of all his moral perfections, and 


to rejoice above all things in the humble and mo- 
deſt hope of being exalted to the perfect and e- 
 verlaſting enjoyment of him in an eternal world. 
For if we had once felt and experienced the hap- 
pineſs that the eee of God, the re- 
ſemblance of his moral perfections, and the ſenſe 
of his friendſhip affords, there would ſpring from 
thence an unalterable perſuaſion, that life with 
all its other enjoyments without theſe pure and 
ſpiritual pleaſures, is but a vain. dream, a tran- 
ent ſhadow, a ſeries | of deluſive amuſements, - 
, Which may flatter us for a little with fair and di- 
ſlant promiſes of happineſs, but muſt ſoon leave 
us in diſappointment and ſorrow.” Without this 
ſtrong ſenſe of the vanity and; emptineſs of all 
preſent and ſenſible things, and a clear view of 
the reality, importance and tranſcendent worth 
of ſpiritual - and unſeen objects, we are not pre- 
pared to deſcend into the World, and to encoun 
ter the temptations of it. Tis this elevation off 
ſoul that muſt inſpire us with a hearty contempt 
ofthat ſerambling for worldly dignity and advance - 
ment, which muſt certainly be a great reproach to 


us, who inculcate upon others, that it ought to 

be their only ambition, to act their part well in 

that ſtation-providence has aſſigned them, and to 
, "Ts 17 - 7, 4 ome. 
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generality of mankind” in their low and ſordid 


purſuits, and entering with vehemence into their 
little parties and factions, form'd on worldly 
views and conducted by worldly meaſures. I 


is a high reliſh of the pleaſures of the ſpiritual 


and divine life, which will ſeat us as it were in 
fecurity on an eminence, from whence we may 
look down with wonder mixt with pity on the 
_ blinded ſons of men, who like children are con- 
tending with the utmoſt keenneſs for baubles and 
toys, which dazlc their eyes for a little with a 
vain glare, but muſt ſoon vaniſh like a dream: 
In this fituation of mind, and with this mournful 


view of the ſtate of mankind; we muſt be ani- 


mated with the warmeſt zeal to take the vail off 
their eyes and convince them of their ignorance. 
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| norauce of. 1 ic intimate natures. and. fg 
tungs, For 1gnorance of the great, plan of Pro; 
ol numberleſs paſt, preſc 
Eons. of the Univerſe; RW 
't h L of things, which i: 
5 46 nowledged, .cyen. by the acuteſt 
_philoſ; 7 ok tho” no doubt that Kind, of igng; 
rance is humbling enough;. but 1 mean, a moss 
nentable,. more mortitying, more fatal igno 
Ho ; their 1gnorance of theſe things which are 


o proper knowledge of mapkind. in thæis pre: 
x6 e ignorance of 585 inherent 
neſs of vice, and he miſery that 1s. inſeparable 
from i it, and o the intrinſick excellence. of v Vit; 
tue, and the bappinels that n accompanies 
it; their ignorance of the vanity and nothingneſa 
bf worldly pleaſures, and the. everlaſting Wort 
and 1 $f re of ſpiritual and divine.enjoyments; | 
Im a word, their ignorance of this great and.car- 

4 Lg 5g i it 1s Life lg Aa to know the 

2 rad, aud Chriſt whom be bath. 
7 How pathetic and 20 91 18. the de- 

22 117 we 1 of this blindneſs of mankind, | 
i. 17. Thou ſcheſt, I am rich and increa- 
ſed with Loods, and ſtand in need of nothing, 
 and.knoweſt not that thou art wretched, miſer- 
able, and poor, and Blind, and nated. Let it be 

obſerved, that what is ſaid here about the igno- 
rance of mankind, is not to be underſtood, as if 
they had no theory or| ſpeculative notions about 
. the chief good, and true happineſs, for the grea- 
teſt part of them have ſomething of this kind; 
but it is to be underſtood of their not e Nh: 

„ uc 


Fg 4 


kes in the knowledge, 

blance, the enjoyment of God ths: for 
good, as will make every other nad ov of — ; 
pineſs quite diſappear, and leave the mind inthe. 
fall and unalterable perſuaſion that this eee 
happineſs is all in all for time and for | 
Beſides the many great advantages already mers | 
 tioned-arifing from a true elevation of foal above 
ſenſible things, we may add ſeveral more, ſuch 
as, that it gives a real dignity to our inward cha. 
on. a commanding influence to our example, 
mcommon force and urge long our diſcour- 
fon tenders our buſineſs our delight and 
185 NE makes our light ſo to fo Fac men, 
—4 2etirg our jr Works, Falls lorify our 
uther. But the time allowed 2 this 

ours won't allow us to enlarge on theſe. or 


Pronars babe 129 hunt, that wat is 451 
here about that purity aa elevation of heart, 
which becomes an 3 of mankind; is pain- 
ted too high, and far b beyond the life. But fare. 
lyit muſt be owned, that it is our dut to aim ar 
the higheſt pitch of: virtue attainable in this pre- 
Tent ſtate. And a little attention may erer 

us, that we are capable of arriving at ineom 
cably higher impreſſions of God and divine things 
than we ordinarily feel. We may, by due care, 
and the aids of divine grace, riſe to a pitch of e- 
ſteem, admiration, love and j joy in the contem- = 
plation of God, compared with which our ordi- 
nary. ſentiments and feelings about him are but 
1 whe ba Mc upon our "minds 2 


ö 


the idea of the ſun v 


16 8 
hen abſent, compared with 


' . what we are conſcious of, when we behold him 


ſhining in all his glor 
wonder and aſtoniſhn' 
we who inculcate up 
mighty power, infinit 
neſs at the head of the 


y. Nay, is it not matter of 
ent, that we who believe, 
Yn others, That there is al- 
e wiſdom and perfect good 
Univerſe, perpetually pre 


ſiding over it, and e 
ouſneſs and righteo 
very amazing, that 
— 4 raiſed into a pe 
wonder, to ſomet 
than we have yet fel 
by all the power of 1 
pear very we 
calmly, that we who 
and immortality are b 
pel, and who prete 
unſhaken hope of 
not eſtabliſhed by t 
terrupted and delight 
all theſe things which 
ploy the whole lives 
be a more elevating, 
tation; than that of li 


perſons, is it not, I fay, 
y this belief our ſouls are 


etual tranſport of Joy and 


ing tranſcendently higher, 


than we can well expreſs 
guage ? Surely it muſt ap- 
thoſe who conſider things 
reach to others, That life 
ought to light by the goſe. 
55 Fes. ahi firm = 
other . and better life, are - 
t glorious hope in an unin- 
ul exaltation of ſoul, above 
engroſs the hearts and em- 
of worldly men. Can there 
a more triumphant expec- 
ing for ever in the abodes 


of perfect knowledge 


, virtue, and happineſs? Ts 


it not the natural effect of ſuch a glorious hope, 


to deaden in us the 1 
make us pant after a 


ove of this vain world, and 


better? 1 John iii. 3. Eve- 


. ry man that hath this 
| ſelf even as he is pur 
by the proper help 
and prayer, to attain 
and of divine things, 


hope in him purifyeth him- 
Let us endeavour then, 

of retirement, meditation 
clearer views of the Deity, 
to feet higher impreſſions 
ajeſty, and to grow daily 


more 
\ SE 


* 


more comvitced of their walt and importance, 


tat and N ariſe from the ; 


N Dy adi tits gom ii Cad: har L 


: ies the duty of a miniſter of the goſp el to devote 
His whole life to contemplation, to retire from the 


world, and maintain as little converſe with man- 


kind as an Hermit ſhut up in his cell. By vo 


means. The moſt perfect character of a a teache 
of true religion is, That of one who lives among 
mankind, converſes with them, and at the fame 
time retains as much purity of mind, and difco- 


vers as much diſe ngagement of heart from the 


world, as if he were e y ſeparated from it. 
For ſuch a man is fitted to moderate the deſites of 
worldly things in the reſt of mankind, to Tower 


che ir high notions of the excellence and ha —_ 
| WARS they imagine ariſe from the poſſeſſion and 


ient of them, to dif] play the ſuperior worth 
2nd importance of thoſe Gps which are ſpiritu- 
al and divine, and to ſpread a Teal of God and 


religion wherever he goes, and with whomſoc- 
vet he converſes: That this is the proper cha- 
© rafter of a teacher of true religion, is very evi. 
: dent: for this was the character of Jeſus. 


Berens 1 Goiſh this part of the diſcourſe con- 


eerning that temper of mind, which is in a pecu- 


liar manner becoming us who are miniſters of the 
goſpel, and highly neceſſary to qualify us to ful 
fill the duties of our ſtation, T muſt mention one 
important virtue, which ſhould be cultivated with 
the greateſt care, and raiſed to irs higheſt pitch, 
"0 that is, an unfeigned good · will and kind af- 

C 8 : 


= 
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fection to our brethren of mankind, For this pur. 
pole, Let us conſider them in all theſe tender 
views, which may contribute to endear them to . 
us, not only as children of the ſame great parent ; 
of all, and as partakers of the ſame nature, but 
as fallen and degraded creatures in the ſame ſtate 
of ignorance, corruption and guilt; as exiles in 
the ſame place of baniſhment from our native 
country, as fellow ſufferers in the ſame ſcene of 
miſery and diſtreſs, as being equally liable to all 
the pains and calamitys of this life, and equal 
ly ſabje& to the ſtroke of death; as fellow-trayel- 
lers towards the ſame unſeen world, as followers 

of the ſame great leader, and as having all the 


Aa i£acCCco=- maT a 


difficulties and hardſhips of our ſtraggling ſtate 
of pilgrimage, ſweetned with hopes depending 
on the ſame great friend and benefactor of human 
kind, even the hopes of mingling with the divine 
aſſembly above, and there triumphing for ever o 
ver all the miſeries of this mortal ſtate. And if 
we lay open our ſouls to the full power of theſe 
intereſting views of oui fellow - creatures, we ſhall 
ſoon feel our hearts ſtieaming out towards them 
in ſuch a ſtrong flow of tenderneſs and good will, 
as ſhall extinguiſh the pride and vanity that is 
apt to ariſe from the little accidental advantages 
one man has above another. How is it poſſible, 
that our hearts ſhould ſwell with pride, upon the 
account of any little tranſient ſuperiority, when 
we reflect we are all on a level in ſo many impor- 
tant reſpects, and that all worldly diſtinftions 
will ſoon be annihilated? Rus 


1 Tis from theſe views too of 125 Chriſtian bre- | 
thren, that we ſhall feel our hearts melted down 
ww, 5 | | e 
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Juſt light, will it not immediately ſtrike us, that 
the injury was done thro? ignorance, or the im- 
petuoſity of ſome ungovernable paſſion? in both 
which caſes, he that did the wrong is a more 
proper object of pity and compaſſion, than of ans. 


N 4 


ger and reſentment. | Beſides, how can we con- 
tinue implacable to others for thoſe miſtakes and 
workings of irregular paſſions to which we gre 


lable ourſelves? 


To which we may add, as a thing of great 
importance, that it is from conſidering our bre · 


thren in theſe endearing views, that we ſhall feel 
| ourſelves inſpired with the principles of true Chri- gr 


ſtian moderation. When we obſerve others differ-: 
ing from us in opinion about leſſer points; or even, 


as it appears to us, erring from the truth in more 
important matters, it will immediately occur to 
us, we are all in a ſtate of much remaining dark- 


neſs, and liable to miſtakes and errors equally: 
with them. If we revolve this one thought in 
our minds with due attention, it can ſcarce: fail 


to ſoften our hearts, and move us rather with pi- 


; >. than paſſion and bitterneſs. Real love and af- 
0 


ctionate ſympathy, ariſing from juſt views of 


human nature, will naturally lead us to reflect on 


all that vaſt variety of circumſtances, which may 


prevail on honeſt and worthy minds, to embrace 


opinions widely different from thoſe which we 


have eſpous'd; and conſequently inſpire us with 


than they really are, and of judging harſhly a+ 
| „ bo 


an abhorrence of the unchriſtian practice of re- 


preſenting their miſtakes and deſigns, as worſe 
ut 


we have conſidered mankind in a 


5 


2 
7 


bout rie in another m EY IR deluingor 7 
endea vouring 0 them to ll-yſage in this,” 
In one word, real love will invariably incline us 
to make the largeſt « low — infirmities 
of triankind, to judge charitably of the honeſty 
and ſincerity of their hearts and intentions, and 
to be more forward to proclaim their virtue thay: 
to Fan t * miſt: Ks and failings. . 
„Fer nz, One gilk advantage, wins 0 | 
a mild and moderate conduct, is, that it ee 
us in the moſt favourable ſituation for rectifying 
the miſtakes and errory of thoſe, who have un. 
Happily fallen into them. As long as we diſco- 
ver a real tenderneſs for their intereſts and cha- 
raters, we may juſtly hope they will hearken 
to our reaſons, and lay open their minds to con- 
vlction. But ſo ſoon as _ betray anger and bit- 
terneſs, or uſe them harſhly, we thereby prevent 
Ml the effect of the tec geſt arguments. When 
we ſee, for inſtance,” younger perſons,” thro? a 
fondneſs for novelty, and the raſhneſs to which 
that ſeaſon of life 18 Jia ble, hurry'd away to e- 
_ ſpouſe new opinions wi h great vehemence, and 
throw off eſtabliſn'd doctrines, before they have 
time to conſider and underſtand them; if we then 
diſcover paſſion and reſentment; we can never 
hope to have any power over their minds. But if 
We ſhow them by the whole courſe of our beha- 
Viour; that we retain a ſincere good-will to them, 
and 4 hearty concern for their intereſts; we may 
then perhaps prevail upon them to liſten to our 
reaſonings, and to ſuſpend their forming any obſti- 
nate judgment about the matter, until cooler 


ops. ant and: more thoſough examination make 
them 


1 
2 

; 
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tat 


FED fitter judges of things. The experience of | 


mankind j juſttfies this obſervation,” a man of wi 
dom and eos” ſometimes convinces and 
rechims thoſe who have been miſled, but the 
wrath of man ne ver works the righteouſneſs of 
God, nor can he ever hope to ſucceed in his 4 5 


5 ſions, who reverſes the meek and humble f ptrit 
of our bleſſed Saviour. This deſerves the ſerious 


conſideration of all friends to truth” and virtue, 


Sad 


and: ha ed, of thoſe who ate anyway: :conters 
_— the ucation of the rifing NON. [fi 


-FogrTurn, chat geg Few be Mankind te 


ſerib'd above, will naturally lead us forward to 


conſider the people of our reſpective congregat | 


ons, in 4 nearer and more 1ntereſting point of 
light, even as a certain portion of thoſe fellow- 


travellers thro? this] journey of human life, com- 


mitted to our care, and, by the appointment of 


Providence, eſpecially intruſted to us for directi- 


on, aſſiſtance and conſolation, - When we view 


our people in this new and endearing relation, as 
depending on us for inſtruRion, 'when ignorant; 


for help, when in ftraits, and fos comfort when 


in diſtreſs, we muſt be very inſenſible if we'do 
not feel a new flow of good-will towards them; a 
ſtrong inclination to enter into their concerns, to 

take their pains and feelings upon us, and to 


watch for opportunities of doing them g good. What 


tho* kind offices among them ſhould take up 
much time, require much pains, put us to much 
real trouble and inconvenience, rob us of many 
agrecable amuſements, and greatly interrupt de- 
lightful and uſeful ſtudies? Senſe of duty, love 


to our ar people, and. Le * of doing good 
"00 | 


will reconcile us to a theſe e A juſt 


* 


reſpective 
tender afſection which! 


ſenſe of the important 


„ and 


low us to heſitate one 


elations we ſtand in to our 
a genuine feeling of that 
is due to them, won't al 
> moment, whether that 


of our time is moſt worthily employed which 


1s taken up in doing real 


offices of friendſhip among 


ranging 


Ing it, comforting a 


ty of conveying valuable inſtructions an 
ous impreſſions to a min 


| "g Joad. 


or that part of it which is ſpent in peru- 
ſing the fineſt writings of the greateſt geniuses 
that ever appeared in the world, or in poliſhing 
any little compoſitions of our own. Is the ar- 
of words, the meaſuring of periods, the 
beautifying of language, or even ſtoring our own. 
minds with the divineſ ſentiments, an employ- 
ment of equal dignity, and importance in itſelf, 
or e pleaſant on reflection, with that of 
compoſing differences, | extinguiſhing animoſities, 
ſearching out modeſt indigent merit, and reliev- 
elancholy heart, giving 


counſel to a perplexed 
our ſympathy and preſence, tho it were but for 


. a moment, ſuggeſting to an unfurniſh'd mind pro- 
per materials for meditation in the time of di- 


ſtreſs, or laying hold of a favourable op N 
religi 
little ſuſceptible of + 99 
on other occaſions? There is no need of ſaying. 
any thing in confirmation of this; it was the glo- 
rious character of Jeſus, that he went about do- 


2D HAT we ma be ſtill more animated to che- 


riſh a real and tender affection to the people com- 


mitted to our care, let us conſider that it muſt 
e increaſe our power of doing them good; 
a ſincere 


mind, ſuſpending pain by 


Ff 

a ſincere good · will expreſs'd by a conſtant ſeries 
of kind offices, is the ſureſt method of gaining 
the love and confidence of mankind: it is a pow- 


erful charm, which almoſt never fails to conquer 


every heart. Thoſe of the meaneſt as well as 


thoſe of the greateſt capacity, perceive it, and ” 
feel its force: even thoſe who could not be won 


by any other methods, and who were perhaps 


determined to deſpiſe and neglect us, or thwart 


— 


us in our deſigns, will not be able to ſtand out 
long againſt the power of uniform and unconque- 
rable goodneſs. And when we have once been 


ſo happy as to gain the love and confidence of 


our people, it muſt be our own fault if they are 
not much bettered by us; for we have then rea- 
dy acceſs to their hearts; and our inſtructions 
either in publick or private ſhall be liſtened to 


with pleaſure, and ſuck'd in with greedineſs : 


and our reproofs and admonitions when flowing 
from love, will be received not only without re- 
ſentment, but with ſtrong deſires of amendment: 
ſo that we may ſucceed even beyond our expec- 
tations in promoting the eternal as well as tem- 
poral intereſts of the people of whom we have 
the charge, But let us remember to take care, 
not to abuſe their confidence, by making uſe of 
it to carry on our own worldly deſigns, or to feed 
our vanity with their applauſes, but employ 1t 
only for the noble and divine purpoſes of render- 
ing them daily wiſer, better and happier. 


To conclude the illuſtration of this firſt rule, 
Let us who are the miniſters of the goſpel of Je- 
ſas, carefully ſtudy that blameleſneſs of life, and 
that peculiar caſt and turn of inward character, 

| without 
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we can never diſcharge the du. 
ties 2 our important ſtation, with pleaſure to 
| ourſelves, or great advantage to others. And, 
in order to this, we mult learn to dread and cau- 
avoid that rock on which mankind ſplit; 
The reſting ſatisfied with an imaginary cxeel- 
lence of external character, while they are con- 
_ ſcjous they poſſeſs but x rery low meaſures of that 
inward excellence, which alone can render them 
beautiful in the eye of God. Is it not almoſt in- 
| credible, that reaſonable beings ſhould labour ſo 
ully and. unweatiedly to improve, em-. 
belliſh and expoſe to view an imaginary ſelf, 
whoſe ſole exiſtence is in the idea or breath of 
others, while they ſtupidly neglect to improve 
and adorn the real ſelf within their own boſonis? 
Yet, ſtrange as it is, daily obſervation puts it be. 
yond all doubt, that great numbers of men en 
deavour, with the greateſt eagerneſs, to crowd 
all noble endowments and great virtnes into their 
outward character, while they have not ſo much 
as made one ſincere and vigorous effort to bet. 
ter their inward man. Is not this conduct juſt as 
vain and ridiculous, as if a man ſhould 35 at the 
utmoſt pains to beautify a picture, and to make 
the whole world admire and applaud it as his ex- 
act likeneſs, when in truth it had not the leaſt 
reſemblance of him; and his only ſafety from 
the utmoſt contempt, lies in hiding himſelf, and 
never allowing any one to compare the real ug 
lineſs and deformity of his perſon with the come- 


| mole: and A of hi 8 pretended 1 image: ? 
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L REMEMBER 2 paſſage of an ancient aer, 
in Which this _ of mankind is repreſented in 
„ 1 
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very ſtrong light; 5. I have often TEST ſays | 


& he, how. it ſhould come to paſs, that when e: 


c very man loves himſelf more than others, yet | 
every man ſhould regard the opinions of o- 
« thers concerning him, more than his own: 


« For if God or an angel ſtanding by, ſhould 


command any of us, to think nothing by him- 


« ſelf, but what he ſhould preſently ſpeak out, 


no man would be able to endure it for ſo much 


&« as one day, Thus we fear more what our 
„ neighbour will think of us ,than eh e 
yrs and know of . 1 


— 


We Yroceed now ww. the ſecond 11 in the 


text, Take heed to thy doctrine. What is neceſ- 
fary for the ages and illuſtration of this 
rule plainly ariſes from what has been {aid on the 
former. The proper improvement of the under · 


7 ſtanding already mentioned, fits us for teaching 


the truths of religion: And the purity of the heart 


already deſcribed prepares and diſpoſes us to in. 


culcate the morals and duties of u it. 


E 


5 5 As to the Nabe of it. F rom the diligent 


and impartial ftrdy of the holy ſcriptures and na- 
tural religion, e ſhall be palit to teach all 
thefe truths which are diſcoverable only by re 


velation, as well as thoſe which the light of rea- 


ſon and revelation. conſpire to.dictate. It cannot 
be call'd in queſtion, but that a principal thing 


required of us by this rule, Of taking heed to our 
doctrine, is to declare the whole ſcheme of Chriſti- 


anity fo far as it is revealed, without any mixture 
of human 1 invention, in that plainneſs and ſimpli- 


eity in which it is delivered i in'the holy ſcrip- 
D tures. 
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- which of the angels ſat 
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fulneſs and impartiality, we muſt not repreſent 
: phe as a FN of abſtra&t ſpeculations, 


and metaphyſical truths linked together in a cer. 
tain order, and in a certain form of words of hu- 
man contrivance; but as a ſet of important facts, 
or remarkable ſcenes of the great plan of Provi- 
dence, in which mankind are deeply intereſted, 
and which could not have been brought to light 


but by immediate revelation. When Chriſtians 
ty is repreſented in this view, it will not only 


make it more eaſily underſtood, but alſo more 
eaſily defended againſt the objections of its ad- 
Tus, that mankind are at preſent in a ſtate 
of ignorance, guilt and corruption, is a fact ſeen, 
felt and acknowledged. 'That Jeſus Chrift the 
Saviour is the only begotten Son of God, is de- 


Hvered in ſcripture, in an eaſy manner, as a plain 


be ſent his only begotten Son, &c. Heb,'i. 5. To 


d he at any time, T hou 
art my Son, this day have T begotten” thee, It is 
further revealed to us. Col. i. 15, 16. That he 


is the image of the inviſible God, the firſt-born of 
every creature, for by him all things were crea. 


ted, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 


viſible and inviſible, that he is the head of all 
Principalities and powers, Col. 11. 10. And thai 


in the beginning was the word, and the word 


was with God, and the word was God, John i. 


1. Who can venture to deny any of theſe facts, 
and to aſſert there is no perſon exiſting to whom 
all theſe characters in their full, proper and hight 


j 3 2 ren rs 0 Wen wh iy 
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elt ſenſe may be aſcribed? Who can pretend 


that his piercing eye has ſurveyed the whole u- 
niverſe, and can declare that no ſuch perſon ex- 
its! Who has preſumption enough to affirm that 
he has ſeen through all the poſſibilities of things; 


aud can aſſure us, that it is impoſſible any ſuch 


perſon can exiſt ? 


THAT the word was made fleſh, is mentio-—- 


ned in ſcripture as another fact. His incarnati- 


on is no doubt a myſterious miraculous thing. Is 
not the incarnation of any ſpiritual being an in- 
explicable thing to us, and quite beyond the 
reach of our faculties? That he taught us the 


will of God by his doctrine, and ſet us a pattern 
of perfect virtue in his life, is another ſimple 


matter of fact eaſily comprehended. That by his 
humiliation, ſufferings and death he made atone- 


ment for the ſins of men; that as a reward of his 


extraordinary obedience and ſufferings, He is ex- 
alted above every name ; that he now exerciſes 
a real, tho? inviſible, dominion over the world, 
and that he will come to judge us at the laſt day 


in righteouſneſs, are all delivered in ſcripture in 


an eaſy manner, as important parts of the great 
ſcheme of univerſal providence, and in which 
our higheſt intereſts are involved. oh ap 


Now it muſt be acknowledged, that it is an 


| indiſpenſible part of our duty as teachers of the 
religion of Jeſus, to declare theſe and all the o- 


ther truths diſcovered to us by revelation. We 
cannot juſtify ourſelves as having declared the 
whole counſel of God, if we overlook any of 


them, neglect to teach them, or treat them only 
„ 1 - 1 
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z portance to mankind. 


in a tranſient and ſuperficial manner: For theſe 
doctrines of Chriſtianity are of the higheſt im- 

Is it not of importance, of 
great importance, to creatures in a ſtate of igno- 
rance, corruption and guilt, to have it made 
knovyn to them, by an undoubted revelation, that, 
in the original plan of the divine genen | 


there is a remedy provided for their misfortunes! 


How comfortable and rejoicing is the diſcovery, 
that there is a particular diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence carrying on by the Son and Spirit of God, 
for the recovery and ſalvation of mankind, who 
are in a ſtate of apoſtacy and ruin? Does it not 
mightily concern us to know theſe duties, and 
inward acts of religion which are due to Jeſus 
Chriſt the Mediator, |and the Holy Ghoſt the 
Guide and Sanctifier of mankind ? Is it not be- 
yond all contradiction, a matter of unſpeakable 
importance, to have it confirmed to us by an in- 
fallible revelation, that this whole Univerſe is 

one vaſt and immortal empire, of which God is 
the King and Head; and that virtue and devoti- 
on are the great, the ſtanding, and everlaſting laws 


of this great kingdom, to which all rational be- 


ings ought to pay a vdluntary ſubjection? Can 


it be denied to be of the higheſt conſequence to 
us, to have the particular branches of this great 
law of virtue, delivered to us by a meſſenger 


from heaven, clothed with the higheſt authori- 


ty; and not to be left to gather them from anti- 


ent traditions of an undertain ſource, from long 


deductions of human reaſonings, from the admo- 
nitions of ſome old philoſophers, or from the 
dictates of our own hearts, where there are ſuch 

great mixtures of imputity? Is it not a great ad- 


Vantage 


CW = 
vantage to haveall theſe greatrules of life ex 
plified in a perfect pattern, by one clothedinfleſh, 


wif 
. 
* 


and, who Twas in all points tempted like as we 
are, and yet without ſin? Is it not a thing of u. 
niverſally acknowledg'd importance, to have it 
_ aſcertained to us by one who came from the ſpi- 
ritual and unſeen world, that the righteous ſhall 


live there in immortal happineſs and glory, and 
that the wicked and diſobedient ſhall be thruſt 
down to a place of everlaſting puniſhment? Ts 


it not of importance to the world, that theſe great 
truths of Chriſtianity ſhould be imprinted on the 


minds of the preſent race of men, and tranſmit- 
ted down to ſucceeding generations? Is there a 
ſucceſſion of teachers appointed in the Chriſtian 
Church for this very purpoſe? Let us then be- 


think ourſelves, how we ſhall anſwer to the 


world, to our own conſciences, and to God the 
Judge of all, if we fail in this great branch of 
our duty. ir 


II. As to the duties of religion. This rule, 
Take heed to thy doctrine, requires us to take 
heed how we teach the duties of the goſpel. That 
purity and elevation of heart which was recom- 


mended under the former rule, will both qualify 


and diſpoſe us to teach and inculcate the whole 
compaſs of practical religion and morality, in the 
higheſt pitch of perfection attainable by mankind. 
Tis of great conſequence, to diſplay a high 
ſtandard of morals before the eyes of mankind; 


for nothing can be more dangerous, than to lower 
and accomodate it to the prevailing taſtes or opi- 


nions of a degenerate age. If we come low, 


men will ſatisfy themſelves with ſomething till 
| lower. 
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perfection as the very e 


_ lower. Our Saviour h 


L 30 7 | 
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s ſufficiently directed our 


conduct in this matter, both by his doctrine and 
example, Matth. v. 48. Be ye perfect, as your 


5 heavenly Father is perfect. T hou ſhalt love the 


Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 


whole divine ſermon 
ry of pure religion, fre 


foul, and with all thy mind, thou ſhalt love 
neighbour as thyſelf, Matth. xxii. 37,39. His 


the mount, is a ſumma- 
ed from all theſe corrupt 


gloſſes and abatement 
duced to favour by th 
heart; and his life is a 


„whieh had been intro- 
corruptions of the human 
ſtanding and viſible pat- 


tern of the higheſt and pureſt virtue. Now, tho 
we cannot expe that mankind ſhall ever arrive, 


in this ſtate of imperfection, to a perfect confor- 
mit y to the divine law; yet it is of great uſe to 


ſet the ſublime ſtandard full in their view. For 
we can never unvail to mankind in a clear man- 
ner, their hidden hypocriſy and corruption, check 


the growth of their ſoc 


humility and lowlineſs 


et pride, beget in them 
of mind, and lead them 


to value juſtly that joyful doctrine of Chriſtiani- 


ty, That God accept 


perfection, thro* the pr 


we give them a full vi 
fection of the divine 


$ of ſincerity, inſtead of 
itiation of Jeſus, unleſs 
w of the purity and per- 
law, and direct them to 


compare themſelves impartially with it, and thus 
convince them, how fat they fall below it. Be- 


ſides, we can never ex 
ſincerity, as a term of 


lain the great doctrine of 
r acceptance with God, 


in ſuch a way as that it ſhall not be liable to ma- 
ny dangerous abuſes, unleſs we repreſent a per 
petual aim, and endeavour at a higher degree of 


fence, or at leaſt, an in- 


ſeparable property of it. Neither can we carry 
2 . Chriſtians 


: 5 37 . 
5 Chriſtans forward i in a conſtant vid toward. 
* perfection, unleſs we ſhow them ſome pitch of . 
it which they have not yet attained, totempt . 
ſight and animate their endeavours, ” Teens mea fi2 1 


Bo r we muſt not leave this head withour ob- 
e that when we have ſet before our hear- 
ers the pureſt and. higheſt ſtandard of religion, it 
is our duty at the ſame time to admoniſh them 

not to rely too far on it. Men may have the 
juſteſt an ſublimeſt ideas of virtue and religion, 
and yet remain under the power of their guilty 
paſſions. Nay, perhaps it is eaſier to frame the 
higheſt ideas of what is our duty in every cir: 
cumſtance of life, than to practiſe the loweſt: 
all our ideas are only pictures or images of things 
in our imagination; and what appears fair and 
beautiful to men in the the "IT are inclin'd 
to believe muſt have the poſſeſſion of their hearts, 
and a mighty influence on their lives. But in this 
they are often fatally miſtaken; for when we 
look around ds in the world, there is nothing 
more obſeryable, than that many who have ag 
med the pureſt and worthieſt conceptions of the 
divine perfectibns, continue in a great meaſure 
void of theſe devout affections of heart which 
are duc to them: In like manner, many of 
thoſe who diſplay in their diſcourſes and writings, 
the juſteſt and nobleſt views of the native excel. 
lence of virtue and its importance to the happi- : 
neſs of mankind, make very melancholy diſco- 
veries in their life, that it has ſcarce any power 
over their hearts: as therefore they are apt to 
deceive themſelves, fondly imagining that theſe 
things are inſeparably connected together, which 


daily 


— - ENF E 
ep —— 
— 
TY —7—— 3 


daily obſervation a6 experience, convinces us 
are widely diſtant, it is certainly the buſineſs of 

| thoſe who are appointed their inſtructors, to guard 
them againſt ſuch dangerous and fatal miſtakes,” 


AG6ain, The goodneſs of heart required and 


expected from us by the former rule, muſt lead 


us to remark with great concern, the manifold 
failures of mankind in the great duties of practi- 
cal religion; and particularly to obſerve thoſe 
failures which are moſt remarkable, and undiſpu- 
ted in the age or place pf the world in which we 
live. Do we live in ah age, when devotion is 


fallen into diſrepute, when whole ſets of men 


diſcover many marks of indifference, and con- 


tempt of all ſerious appearances of true religion, 


and look upon pious diſpoſitions as unneceſſary, 


or ſuperfluous ingredier ts of a worthy character. 


In ſuch a ſituation of things, unaffected goodneſs 
will prompt us to ſuit qur inſtructions to the tem- 
per of the age, and to| dwell upon it ſtrongly, 


that adoration, eſteem, love, gratitude, truſt and 


confidence are as really due to God, as good- 


will and acts of beneficence are due to men; that 


the relations betwixt God and his creatures are 
at leaſt as real and immutable, as the relations be- 
twixt one creature and another. Fhat the pureſt 
and moſt durable joys| of human life ariſe from 
the love of God, and an unbounded truſt and con- 
fidence 1n his providence; nay, that without the 
love of God and truſt in his goodneſs, there is a 
thick darkneſs ſpread over all things, and all ra- 
tional ſecurity of joy is quite deſtroyed ; that 
truth, integrity, and qharity, and all the ſocial 
virtues muſt want their great ſupport, when there 


11 flo hope; no truſt in an Almighty Being who 
delights in theſe virtues, and is the preſent friend, 


and will be the eternal rewarder of thoſe who U. 
tiformly practiſe them; and that the want of juſt 


and rational piety towards God, whatever other 
vittues we may boaſt of, certainly ſhall not paſs 


bnpuniſhed under his righteous adminiſtration. 
BEsfDESs what is already ſaid ken eg ing the 


neceſſity and advantages o true devotion, there 
remains another conſideration of very great mT 


portance, namely, that not only the ſtable and 


uniform practice of all the virtues, but alſo the 
purity and perfection of them in the eye of God, 
depend in a ru meaſure on a ſtrong fenſe of 


infinite perfection, and what is due to it. For the 
luſtration of this point, let us 6 Ti a man, 
whoſe character is not only beautity'd with all 


the private virtues, truth, ſineerity, juſtice, cha - 


rity, temperance, fortitude; but alſo with all the 


publick virtues, zeal for the common good of {o- 
ciety, unwearied labours fo promote it, and joy 


'n the eſtabliſhment and advancement of it : It 
ſuch a perſon ſhould contemplate his virtues with 
a ſelfiſh kind of delight, as his own productions, 


and the fruits of his own labour and induſtry, in. 
wardly valuing himſelf upon account of them, 
_ and ſecretly triumphing in his ſuperiority to o- 
thers,. 1s it not eyident, that this mixture of va- 


nity and ſelf-applauſe greatly ſullies the beauty 


and diminiſhes the worth of the character, m the 


judgment of God and every good being? Now, 


is there any ſuch effectual method of bearing 


down that ſelfadmiration, and ſelf-complacency, 
which is ſo apt to ariſe from the view of any lit- 
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tle excellencies we poſſeſt, as comparing them 

with the infinite perfections ef the divine nature? 
which muſt make them almoſt quite diſappear, 
and the habitual acknowledging from the bottom 
of our hearts, that it is God, who makes us dif. 
fer from others, and beſtows upon us all thoſe vir- 
tues and talents, of| which. we are ſo unjuſtly 
proud, and fo vainly and fooliſhly aſcribe to our. 
ſelves. Does not the viewing our graces, at. 
tainments and accompliſhments in this light, ſhow 
us the realoaatlewdly and equity of referring to 
God, and aſcribing to him, and not to ourſelves, 
all the praiſe and glory of them? We ought there · 
fore to inſiſt upon it, as an important and eſſenti- 
al principle of) religion, that as every good thing 
comes Ren God, it [ſhould be referred to him, 
and the whole honour and glory of it ſincerely 
and perpetually aſcribed to him: And that with- 
out this, there can be no perfect humility, no 
thorough greatneſs of ſoul, no ſtable, pure, dif- 
intefeſted virtue, no character intirely worthy 
and acceptable in the ſight of him, whoſe judg- 
ment 1s always according to truth, That this is 
not mere ſpeculation, unſupported by experience 
and obſervation, might be made evident, if it 
would not protract the diſcourſe too much: For 
upon a careful examination of the hiſtory of an- 
tient and modern ages, it would appear that thoſe 
who have been celebrated for a pure, diſintereſted 
and ſtable integrity and publick ſpirit, were al- 
ſo remarkable for a pious veneration of the Dei- 
ty, and a humble acknowledgment that their vir- 
tues, talents and ſucceſſes were entirely owing 
tothe goodneſs of his Providence. That theſe con- 
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© Afiderations may have the greater weight, we muſt 


repre- 


* 
1 


— 


"4 


F 5 X : ay + 4 a D * 1 * 
. 4 "Re 75 f 4 ” MF . ” 
„ 5 * 1 * 35 1 E 


© 


repreſent to our heaters, in the ſtrongeſt manner, 

that they are founded on the authority of divine 

revelation, and on this grand and, undeniable 

truth, that the infinite goodneſs of God is the 

ſource of our exiſtence and virtues, and of all that 

is great, lovely or good in any part of this vaſt u- 
niverſe, From the Father of lights cometh every 

good and perfect gift, and therefore, not unto 


us; not unto us, but to him be the glory. = 


Fux r RRR, it may be of ſingular uſe, to re- 
preſent the various acts of religion, in thoſe ami- 


able and inviting lights which. may touch the 


heart. Thus, how pleaſant a ſcene muſt it be, 
1 undoubted worth and vir- 
tue withdrawn from the noiſe and hurry of worldly - 
affairs, all alone, ſilent, and ſolemn, lifting up his 


to behold a perſon o 


eyes to heaven, and fixing his thoughts on God 


his Maker, devoutly acknowledging him with - 


the warmeſt gratitude, as the Author of his be- 


ing, the preſerver of his life, the fountain of his 
preſent enjoyments, and the grand foundation of 
his future hopes, praying him to forgive his ſins, 
to teach him his will, and to guide him forward 
in the paths of uprightneſs; and reſigning him- 


ſelf without reſerve to the diſpoſal of his provi- 


dence, and ſettling his mind in perfect peace by 


truſting firmly in him. Again, let us ſuppoſe a 


family living in peace, harmony, and the uni- 


form practice of all virtue, N uniting their 


hearts and voices in hymns of praiſe to God with 


% 


every morning's light, and when the ſhadows of 


the evening are ſtretched out, recalling their 


thoughts from the world, by a ſong of praiſe to 


Him, who makes the out-goings of the * 
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and the mornings to rejoice : and then ling 
themſelves gown to ſleep in peace, becauje their 
God ſuſtains them. Lt us ikewiſe ſuppoſe la. 
ger and more numerqus ſocieties meeting toge-, 
ther in religious aſſemblies, to pay their Joint ha- 
mage and adoration to the great Parent of all, to 
celebrate his univerſal and never: falling goodneſs 

ig joyful ſongs of praile, and ta ale up their 
nited and feryent prayers, that he may perpetu- 
ally diſpoſe them to walk uprightly, that he may 
be to them a ſun and ſhield, may grve them grace 
and glory, aud withbald no good thing from them. 


Is there any-thing unlovely or forbidding, a- 
| ny. thing unworthy of human nature, in ſuch ex 
' erciſes of deyotion? Would we have reaſon to 
be aſhamed, if we were found employed in 
them? Let us ſuppoſe we knew a country in 
D which private and publick aëts of pure religion 
Were in reputation, an debug, perform'd with 
ſolemnity, ſincerity, and unaffected ardor. Would 
We not love that country, and almoſt wiſh we 
were ſo happy as to liye in ſuch a joyful and de- wh. 


vout ſociety? 
LE r us further ſuppoſe, that theſe devout. 
worſhippers diſcover'd f the genuine marks and 
ſymptoms of inward devotion in their countenan . 
ces and outward deportment. Could we juſtly 
cxpreſs a contempt of them by lig them ſo- 
lemn grimaces, and hypocritical airs? Has not 


true devotion its juſt and natural features and ſigns 
in the human countenance, as well as the ſocial 
and friendly affections? However ſome people, 
® Who pretend to underſtanding and taſte, Le Ll 
5 cule 
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I dicule all che appearances and marks of deyation 
on the outward man; yet it muſt be acknow: 
|  ledged, even by thoſe who conſider things in u 
higher view than that of taſte, that te be able ta 
obſerve the native and juſt features of real devo, 


or painting, has always been cftcem'd: one of the 
nobleſt efforts of a great and worthy genius. 'Thels 
things are ſufficient evidences, that it is the voice 
of mankind, that devout' affections are nova 


diſhonourable to human nature, 
 FunTaex, if we feel the full power of pigus 
. diſpoſitions in our own breaſts, we will be hencs 
naturally led to make pathetical repreſentations | 
of them to-others. Have we many inward and 
filent workings of heart towards 65 I; are we 16+ 
ally ſtruck with the contemplation of the divine 
perfections diſplay*d in his works, and in the re- 
velations of his will; are our hearts really pene - 
trated with a ſenſe of his grace and goodneſs? 
are our ſouls warmed with gratitude, love and 
praiſe; do we feel an entire reſt of mind on his 
providence and promiſes? Such a perſect reſt of 
mind as baniſhes every diſturbing thought, eve: 
ry anxious care, and produces a ſettled tranguil- 
 lity within our boſoms? Can we triumph in the 
full ſecurity we have for all our valuable inte · 
reſts under his perfectly wiſe and righteous ad- 
miniſtration? Is the Belief that God is, and is 
the rewarder of all thoſe who diligently ſeek him; 
is this belief like an immoveable rock, on which 
we ſtand ſafe and happy, amidſt all the waves 
and billows that can roar about us? Are we con- 


tinually gladned with the glorious hope, 915 in 
* a ne : N e 


and rejoice in him in a 


all occaſions of repreſe 


whatever names of ſu 


ſame fare period fei exiſe 
dur God more fully, love him more ardently, 


ore ſure and triumphant 
manner? Is this the inward ſtate of our minds; 
then ye will find ourſelves diſpoſed to embrace 
) nting theſe delightful feel- 
ings in their full ſtrength and force, and with that 
| that may convince others, 


warmth and emotion, 
they are the genuine ſentiments of our hearts: 
We will not be afraid or aſhamed to own them, 


zerſtitious or viſionary en- 


thuſiaſts may be beſtowed upon us, let us ſtand 


by it, and maintain to the laſt, that the joys of 


religion are the ſun, the light, and the life of our 
fouts in all fates, and amidſt all the viciſſitudes 


of human affairs; nay, let us inſiſt upon it fre- 
- quently and at full length, that the man, who 


can Tupport life without the rejoicing perſuaſion 
that there is an Almighty Being at the head of 
all things, who is engaged on the fide of virtu- 
ous and holy perſons, who befriends them while 
here, and will render them and their virtues im- 
mortal, illuſtrious and triumphant hereafter, muſt 
either be quite inſenſihle of the excellency of vir. 


tue, uͤnconcerned about the eternal proſperity of 


thoſe who love it and delight in it, or he muſt be 
ſo entirely immerſed in pleaſures, amuſements, 


or worldly purſuits, that he has never made one 
calm and ſerious reflection. Thus let us reckon 


to be advocates for de- 


it our duty and hono i 
2 votion 
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votion in an age, when it is treated with ſo much 
indifference and contempt, uſing all that variety 
of arguments in its behalf that reaſon, revelati- 
on, or experience can ſuggeſt. And if devotion 
muſt leave our land, let us have the m 
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honour of ſhewing amongſt us its laſt and parting | 
ſteps, ſo that poſterity may be convinced it was. 
not through the fault of thoſe who were appoin- 


ted the guardians and preſervers of it. 
AGAIN, do we live in age, when other ſets 
of men think meanly, and ſpeak contemptibly of 
truth, juſtice, charity, temperance, humility, and. 
the reſt of the great virtues of the Chriſtian life? 
We muſt perpetually inculcate. upon theſe, that 
no ſoundneſs in the faith, no ſolemnity of wor- 
ſhip, no external obſervances, no flaſhes of de- 
votion, no pretended in ward manifeſtations, no 
zeal how. warm ſoe ver for publick matters, can 
ever compenſate for the want of theſe eſſential 
ingredients of the ſpiritual life. And let us add, 
that on the practice of thoſe virtues, the happi- 
_ nels of ſociety, and of individuals in a great 
meaſure depends. And to crown all, let us dwell. 
upon it ſtrongly, that righteouſneſs, truth and 
goodneſs, are the chief glory of God himſelf, 
and what renders him the worthy object of the 
love and worſhip of his reaſonable offspring;.and 
therefore, theſe virtues muſt be the brighteſt or-. 
nament of his rational creatures. Your time won't 
allow me to enter upon many other things very. 
worthy of our conſideration, and belonging to this: 
rule of taking heed to our doctrine, neither will 
it permit me to enter upon the explication of the 
third rule; continue in them, Before I proceed 
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I mtuſt beg to be alloy | 
ing the manner of our teaching. Here it muſt be 
© eartieſtneſs and fincerity. We tnuſt have c other 
view but to inſtruct and petſuade thoſe who lif- 
ten to us, laying aſide all affectation, alf aims of 
gining applauſe, or advancing any worldly iu. 


motives, they will fpoil the whole power, and 
event all the influence with which our difcour- 
es might otherwiſe be accompanied. If we would 
preach with any Fs hope of ſucceſs, we muſt 
treat divine ſubjects with ſuch ſincerity and ear: 
neſtneſs, as to forget ourſelves; and convince 
our hearers, that we have no other view in ſpea- 
Einig, but to ſtamp thoſe virtuous and pious im- 
preſſions on their hearts, which we feel in our 
own. We muſt have it for our perpetual cate, 
to confine and fix the attention of the hearer to 
the ſubject, and not to the ſpeaker, by never 
ſuffering one turn of thought or expreſſion to - 
eſcape from us, that has no other view, than to 
lese and ſhine. We muſt avoid with a particu- 
lar care all affectation of fine language, and a glit- 
tering kind of eloquence, which whatever uſeleſs 
_ admiration it may raiſe in weak judges, muſt pro- 
duce great contempt in more judicious ones. For 
thoſe who have a juſt taſte and true diſcernment, 
* know, that a gaudy and florid tile, how ſoft and 
agreeable. ſoever, can never cither touch the 
heart, or communicate diſtinct and ſtrong views 
of divine truths; if we would attain to true elo- 
quence, we muſt cheriſh an inward ſenſe of the 
importance and excellency of facred truths, and 
wg cultivate 
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when our own hearts have once felt the warmth 


of divine things, it will be eaſy for us to „ 

it into the breaſts of others; ward feelings 
oquenee accom- = 

yg _ which can never be equal'd by 


of a D lde e naw ele 


d and ſtudied ornament. The heart re y 
and juſtly mo wd, never fails to dictate a language 


our, which has nothing in it ſoft, nothing lan. 


{6 much pleaſe the ear, as it fills and ravi 
foul. Further, let it be taken notice of as 4 thin 
of the utmoſt importance, that ſincerity alone, an 


areal deſire to inſtruct and perſuade, ad, ill baniſh | 
all affect ation, either of ſentiment or language. 
This is evident from the conduct of mankind in 


all circutnſtances where they are in carneſt: For 
inſtance, a wife, virtuous and pious parent, wht 
he has a near proſpect of entring into an inyifible 


world, and only as much ſtrength remaining as to 


| enable kim to give his laſt and dying f 
ons to his beloved children who ſtand weeping 
around him, will he ſtudy to expreſs himſelf witt 
artificial eloquence, : induſtriouſſy ſearch 
glittering ornament? furely he will not: or if he 
mould; how abſurd, nay, how ſhocking and the 
ſtrous would his cad appear to every 1mpar- 
tial ſpectator! The application is caſy, and there 


s no occaſion of inſiſting on it. Allow ine to con · 


clude this part of the diſcourſe with obſerving 


what has been flinted at above, that this divine 


. eloquence cannot be acquired by human learn- 
ing, and ſkill in the choice, and arrangement of 
2 voy OY a a _ of her is goo 


an eaſy, Full of natural and continued vi- 


g, All is nervous and ſtrong, and does . _ 
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I coxx now to the { 
45 8 to conſider the 


g to our private ſtation, as we are 
a other is to perform ſuch 
5 e that publick ſtation, wherein 
Providence has placed us. Both of theſe are . 
© qually. negeſſary to complete a truly good and 
worthy character. Thus, tho? a judge ſhould be 
uite blameleſs in the whole, tenor of his private 
— — — yet, if he neglect, thro? careleſneſs 
and indolence to embrace many opportunities of 
diſpenſing juſtice, and of promoting the welfare 
of ſociety, by his influence and authority, he * 
would be highly blameable,: perhaps as highly 
blameable, as if he had fail'd todo juſtice in pri- 
vate life, and could not reaſonably expect to e 
ſcape that puniſhment from the great judge of 


all, which ſuch a criminal omiſſion deſerves. vin 


like manner, tho' a miniſter behayes himſelf witin 
unſpotted virtue and innocence in private life, yet 
if he has no zeal for anſwering the end of his of- 
tice, if he ſpends that time in indolence and idle- 
neſs, or even in acquiring real knowledge, which 
ought to have been employed in doing good of. 
fices among his people, or in preparing himſelf 
to inſtru&t them in a more convincing manner; he 
cannot expect that he ſhall be acquitted at the laſt, 
either by his own conſcience, or God who is gres- 
ter than conſcience, OTE IC OW. 
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I ,,x deſerdes to be remembred as a matter o 


great importance, and as a very awful conſidera - 
tion, that negligence or careleſneſs about the du - 
ties of our publick ſtation, may have more dread - 
ful conſequences under the government of arighte- 


ous judge than we are ordinarily aware of. The cri- 


minal omiſſion or careleſs performance of the duties 
belonging to a publick character and ſtation, may 


be as hurtful to the great intereſts of mankind in 


this or another life, as poſitive acts of vice and 


unrighteouſneſs: ſo that none of us can be aſſured, 


but they may be followed by as ſevere chaſtife-- 
ments in this world, or asUreadful puniſhments 
in another. If we allow the impreſſions of God 


_ and religion to wear out of our peoples minds, by 
our careleſs or indifferent manner of inſtructing 


A 


them; ſeveral generations may paſs away before 


they can be renew'd. If we ſow the ſeeds of fol- 
ly-and ſuperſtition among them, through a blind 


miſtaken zegl, it may take the labours of wiſe and 


good men Tor ſeveral ages to root thom out. 
May not that long train of miſchiefs which take 
their riſe from ournegligence, or miſguided zeal, - 


be juſtly charg'd upon us? if we either neglect to 


inſtruct our people, or miſlead them, can we be 


* 


x 


generations? 


free from the. blood of the preſent or ſucceeding; 


Wux x therefore we aſcend our pulpits;behold 


a liſtning congregation around us, let us afk our- 
ſelves ſeriouſly, as in the ſight of God, whether 
the doctrines we are intending to deliver have a 
real tendency to make them wiſer and better, to 
enlighten their minds, purify their hearts, or re- 


form their lives? And if we are conſcious that 


1 their 
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whether we are about to v 
. ſttiking ſentiments, as the 
4 Fn pon iba rn 7 


gage the attention pol the 
ly impreſſions that have 
been made on their minds they? the week, enter 
into their affections and inſpire them with a co 
tempt of earthly enjoyments, and kindle in tham 
the love; 3 id miration of the things 
which are heavenly and divine. And as to the 
general conduct of our lives, let us feriouſly aſæ 
| ourſelves, have we done all we ought to have 
done, might have done i wo alleviare,) or in ſome | 

| 1 caſes to annihilate, and in many caſes entirely 
5 Ptevent many of the mi Fray our people, by ten- 
| - der offices of compaſſion, benevolence and huma- 
8 nity? Or have we done alf that might have been 
done by perſons in our |circumſtanee} and with 
our abilities (whatever they are) to propagate a 
true ſenſe of virtue and religion among mankind? 
| or have we done as 1 
E- way by thoſe who were in as unfavourableeircum-' | | 
== ſtances, and had not fuperior abilities? Can we 
5 pretend to faithfulneſs : 

| | honeſtly endeavour to do our utmoſt to promote 
3 the welfare and happineſs of mankind; or ean we 

1 ;reaſonably expect the ſa arion of our . 8 we 
dene _ to the u moſt 
1 Tur 3 is, There "ht nb the 
„ fouls of them that hear us; The former motive 


Eg ; __- us to take _ bs ourſelves and: e f 


. tice the veel 


ch, as has been done this 


our office, if we do net 
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etous and diſintereſted - 


the ſake of othe 


With double care and diligence. As no thought 
ean be more terrifying, than that the ſouls of man- 
kind ſhould-periſh; thro? the e roy our un- 
holy lives, or through our carel, 

_  dedtrine; ſo on the other hand, 2 — 


they ſhould be ſaved by means of that 
- Example we ſet before them, and thoſe 

heavenly leſſons. of virtue and piety we honeſtly 
5 imba te them. Since the ſoul of man is the moſt 
excellent piece of the divine workmanſhip in this 
's lower world, I a it ſurpaſſes far im dignity and 


on, it muſt undoubtedly beamolt gloriougemploy- 


nal proſperity. It is impoſlible. to conceive. a 
mor Mn rap — to maintainacom- 
mand and power over the minds of men by. the 


| Force: of truth and virtue: for this is in ſome de- 
gres to reſemble God himſelf, the author and in 


ſpirer of every good and perfect gift: To be in- 
ſtrumental in making reaſon and virtue to prevail 


in the hearts and lives of mankind, is an office no 
| lefs hongurable than that of being a fellow worker 
with God in his grand EO the 


happineſs of his creation. Beſides the dignity of 
the work itſelf, let us lift up our thoughts to the 
_evetlaſting honour und reward that attends ĩt in the 


other world, For they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as 4 

the Ms cs of the 9 and ks turen 

nan? 
| 25 "We 544 


33 2 
in ety 1 n 550 : 
E to ug to rake cars of ourſelves and dofiriae for 2M 

ts, If we. feel the force. of he 
double obligation, ye will wateh' over ourſelves _ 


or corrupt 


ment to promote iss Worth, its welfare, and eter- 


be more rejoicing s and triumphant, than that 


pure and e 


excellence the whole fabtick of the viſible creati- | | 
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to ey Joys © arm Tord. 0 | 8 25 


5 6 before this, my own unfitneſs to 


under whom it would ha 


choice, nor deſire, but 


to me of great importance, which I find eit 
need to inculcate frequ : 
I ſhall rejoice, greatly r 


ever. To conclude, let us endeavour, in a hum- 
ble dependance on the holy ſpirit of God, 'who 
favours and ſeconds every worthy defign; to take 
ſuch care of ourſelves and of our doctrine, as that 


we may have many 10 be our crown of rejoicing 
at the coming of off” Lor 


Jeſus Chriſt, and may 
at laſt hear that joyful ſentence paſſed upon us, 
Fell done, 700d and faithful e enter N. 5 


95 


I AM very ſenſible; that 72 1 to * ac- 


ſpeak ſo much from this place, and with the air/ 
of an inſtructor, before ſo flifcerning an audience, 4 
before ſo many reverend fathers and brethren, 
e become me better t 
The taſk was neither my 
os'd upon me. I ha 
endeavyour'd according t my {mall ab: :lity, tas 
preſent a few things concerning the temper | 
duty of a miniſter of the goſpel, which appeſted 


ſit as a humble hearer. 
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the only one who has an occaſion to ober q led 
1 them. ; | : EM 49 
HAVING gd my reverend 4 wht 5 
brethren to take heed how they teach, allow me 
now to call on you the people to. take heed how 
ye hear: we may juſtly invite you to liſten to our' 


inſtructions with an unprejudiced mind, and a ſin- 


cere intention to know the will of God that ye 


may do it. To this end hearken to us with hum» 


ble neſs 


þ diesel. of nd, wich 3 Keule of ai | 
of divine knowledge, or at leaſt of your: great: 
need to have the unpreſſions of divine things ce. 
newed and more deeply engraven on your heart? 1 
Hearken to us alſo with a ſtrong ſenſe of your mi. 
nifold hidden cottuptions of heart, or at leuſt ag 
your want of that pitch of purit andi ſpiritul . 
mindedneſs which becomes the ollowetz.of fe. 
ſus Chriſt. . In this favourgble ſtate, of mind, _ Ys 
open your ſouls to the light of divine truth, and 
to theglively impreſſion of heavenly, and. etemal 
H odjects: . conſider, hat ye hear, and ho—- 
neſtly apply it. The main hindrance of your re. 
N — advantage from ſacred inſtructions, is 
* want of that ſimplicity atid honeſty of heart. 
„ would lead you to conſider every rule of 
8 every admonition, every ᷑nforcement of du- 
A 3 g ſomething that concerns yourſelves in par- 
dar, and may be of uſe to mend your hearts 
ter your lives, There is nothing more ob- 
dle among mankind, than certain diſregard 
ious inſtructions, as not belonging to tlem- 
OE 9 wit only to the reſt of the world. Perhaps 
| By will not entirely diſregard. them: 
| - WY: may liſten to them with pleaſure, 
aſt. ©. gm up in their memories, {peak of them 
rh, with ſomething of warmth and emot!- 
7 the juſtneſs I them, applaud the 
C mn -expreſs great ſurprize and wonder, 
that the reſt of mankind don't apply them to cor- 
rect the diforders of their hearts and irregulari- 
ties of their lives, But they never allow them- 
ſelves to refle&,* that thoſè very inſtructions 
wWahich they apply to others, might be highly 
5 loful, 4 to themſelves. Cenſider, that it is not 
. enough 


eek inſtructor, 4 jet 
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